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Gets some “GO”

placement is sometimes
- better than repairing



Built as a 1967, dressed as a ‘68. Painted 3 different colors, 4 different
times. Escaped the crusher and is now worth millions.
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- The MuscleCar guys show you how to add that spemal
custom touch to your glass ' :




Story by: Jessica Smith
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Undencoyer ‘67 Shelby BTS00 et

By the time you’re finished reading this article, it’s pos-
sible that something on this 1967 Shelby GT500 Convert-
ible has been modified yet again.

And as you look at the pictures on the following pag-
es, you probably think that’s a typo in the year, or that it’s
wrong all together. But what you’re really looking at is the one-and-only 1967
Shelby GT500 Convertible that was ever built.

Packing a 428 Police Interceptor with its two, four-barrel carburetors, the Candyapple
Red convertible served a prototype for the ’68 and was also assigned as Carroll Shelby’s
personal driver.

When Brian and Samantha Styles acquired the rare classic at an auction in 2009, it was
apparent that the previous owner didn’t realize its historical significance. The Shelby had
been poorly restored, and the Styles decided to take on the daunting (and very expensive)
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task of rebuilding it back
to authenticity.
“Two-hundred years from
now, will they remember the car,

or will they remember us?” Brian

Styles asked, not expecting an answer,

but posing a question to emphasize the Shelby’s relevance.

A team of more than 50 people spent over a year collecting
photos, conducting interviews and gathering research about
the ’67. The effort was named “Project Red Hot,” and taking the
lead on the resto was Jeff Yergovich from R & A Motorsports.

surprise . .- o

| -
Carroll Shelby’s COBRA 6T e

Try the complete

Same car, different colors. ety GO GT350/500 SR
In order to promote the new Shelby =
styling for the 1968 model year, Carroll
had this car painted multiple times to
give the appearance of different cars.

CONVERTIBLE AND/OR SHELBY GT CONVERTIBLE BUILT.
e THE ONLY BIG BLOCK G.T. CONVERTIBLE BUILT BY SHELBY AMERICAN, INC.

e THE ONLY 1967 SHELBY GT CONVERTIBLE BUILT.
e THE ONLY DUAL-QUAD CARBURETED FORD MUSTANG



“Not a single nut or bolt on this car was touched until
research was complete,” Yergovich said. “Everything
was carefully done. We started with the sheet metal of
the car, reconstructing it back to its original shape from
every date code, from every stamp, every spot weld. We
had photographs to work off of to duplicate all prototype
fiberglass that was once handmade, hand laid and done
one-off on this rare convertible.”

Yergovich said that once all Carroli§ ‘
the fiberglass was completed, S Shelby :- -
the team was able to put on : ;
all the finishing touches, from
old, rebuilt stock parts to the
original style tires that were
on the car.
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http://www.1967shelbyconvertible.com/research/original-documents/ionia-move-jobs-yet-to-be-completed-in-california.asp
http://www.1967shelbyconvertible.com/research/original-documents/ionia-move-jobs-yet-to-be-completed-in-california.asp

“Parts that were 50 years old had to be restored to
be part of this.”

To help document Project Red Hot, a website
was created to track its progress. But any time a
new piece of information was presented, whether it
was a new photo of the emblem on the dashboard
or a shot of the fuel filler cap, everything had to be
checked against records and documentation to en-
sure its accuracy before changes were made.

And that actually happened quite a bit.

“Every time we thought we completed something,
a new photo would show up, and we’d have to redo
it,” Brian Styles said.

Though the restoration pro-
cess was completed in January,
the research on the ’67 Shelby
continues. Brian Styles said that
he plans on touring with the car
at museums across the United
States, excited to share the history
of this one-of-a-kind classic.

For more about the history, research
and progress of the 1967 Shelby GT500
Convertible, check out...

1967shelbyconvertible.com
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e ONE OF, IF NOT, THE

MOST PHOTOGRAPHED
AND PUBLICIZED
SHELBY GT CARS EVER
BUILT. THIS WAS THE
CONVERTIBLE SEEN
ON THE COVER OF THE
PRESS KITS, DEALER
LITERATURE AND FEA-
TURED IN EVERY PRINT
AD INTRODUCING THE
1968 SHELBY MODEL
LINE-UP.



Trsonme
[ A
| PREMIUM |

wora

o RECIPIENT OF THE VERY FIRST FORD C-6
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION BUILT #000001.



http://www.1967shelbyconvertible.com/research/original-documents/csf-vehicle-info.asp
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CARROLL SHELBY
CHILDREN’S
FOUNDATION

December 4, 2003

Dear Grams Family,

While the events in question took place 35 years ago and our records are
long disbursed, I believe this letter will help to further authenticate your
1967 Shelby GT500 convertible. This vehicle was ordered by Shelby
American on August 16, 1966, as an experimental vehicle. It was the only
one built other than a “notchback” (called “Little Red”).

Preceding the VIN on the Shelby American tag are the letters “ENG,”
designating it as an engineering vehicle. Your Shelby GT500 convertible
was designed and built with 1967 Shelby upgrades but it never went into
production. We would consider this a “prototype” vehicle.

I used this vehicle from time to time, along with members of our company,
especially public relations staff. Surviving records and memories indicate
that, while it was on loan to a Ford Motor executive, the car was stolen.
After it was recovered, it was re-fitted with 1968 Shelby and Mustang parts.

I am surprised that this vehicle still exists as, per Ford Motor Company
policy, all prototype vehicles were to be destroyed (as was “Little Red”). [
am without knowledge how it is that this GT500 convertible was not
destroyed other than speculating that the theft of the vehicle may have
disrupted the standard policy somehow.
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